
September  2017

Summer is Awesome 
We had another great summer 
with friends new and old!  Jen 
will be reconciling accounts this 
week.  She will inform everyone of 
their final payments due as soon as 
possible. 

We will be reaching out in January to 
start enrolling kids for next summer! 

  
School Age Care 

We have been compiling a list of 
families interested in both after 
school care and Hastings non-school 
days.  If you want more information 

or know someone who 
might be interested, please 
let us  know! 
   

Labor Day 
We will be closed on Monday 
September 4th for Labor Day.  Enjoy 
the long weekend safely!   

    

Parents of LBLC 
All current and new parents are 
welcome to attend the parent 
meeting on Tuesday Sept 12th at 
5:30pm.  This is a great way to find 
out a little more about what is going 
on at the center, share any ideas or 
concerns, and get involved in Little 
Beginnings. 

Please rsvp to Jen or Annie so we can 
have a general head count.  Also, 
child care is provided by request. 

  
Emails 

The best way to reach the office is to 
use our new email address - 
info@littlebeginningslc.com 
This will get your message to all 
three of us, ensuring that nothing 
gets missed or forgotten.  Thank you! 

Grandparents 
Breakfast                 

Fri Sept 15th - 8:30am 

All grandparents are 
invited to join us on 
Friday September 15th 
for breakfast.  Come at 
8:30am to join your 
grandkids for breakfast 
in their classrooms and 
see what fun things 
they do at Little 
Beginnings! 

CNC Apple Orchard -                
Tues Sept 19 - 9:40am 

We are going to head to 
Carpenter Nature 
Center and learn all 
about apples and apple 
trees.  We’ll pick some 
apples… and a pumpkin 
too!  

Picture Day                                
Thurs Sept 21st 

Practice your smile!  
Picture day is coming 
up.  A Lifetouch flyer 
will be sent home 
shortly with 
information on it.   

*You can still be 
included even if this 
isn’t your child’s 
scheduled day to be at 
LBLC.  Just let us know 
you want to be in 
pictures too. 
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upcoming events 
๏ 9/4 Closed 
๏ 9/12 Parents of LBLC 
๏ 9/15 Grandparents 

Breakfast 
๏ 9/19 Apple Orchard 
๏ 9/21 Picture Day

Click here for the 
events calendar on the 

website

little beginnings learning center

We are looking for a parent volunteer 
for picture day.  If  you are interested 
in helping (and getting a discount on 

pictures) please let us know.  We’ll go 
with the first parent we hear from.
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Fabulous Friends &                      
Forest Fun 

Because we strive for the best education for each 
child, we are going to be using FunShine Express 
curriculum this year.  It is full of fun learning 
opportunities for children of all ages in our care! 

During the first half of the month, we will focus 
on Fabulous Friends.  Classrooms will celebrate 
friendship and practice social roles and 
relationships throughout the theme.  We will learn 
what a friend is and how to be a good friend.  We 
will also talk about what friends do together. 

Then we will switch to Forest Fun.  Fox, deer, 
wolves, porcupines, skunks, and bears are just 
some of the animals that call the forest home.  
We will learn  about what these animals eat and 
where in the forest they hide and live. 

Continue at Home 

How can you continue at home what is being 
experienced during school? 

 -Ask your child what activities they did 
with a friend this week in which they took turns.  
(Built a tower?  Put together a puzzle?  Made a 
class picture?)  Ask your child the names of some 
of their friends.  Look at pictures of friends and 
family.  Talk with your child about how family 
members can be good friends too.  Encourage your 
child to help at home, care about family 
members’ feelings, and remember to say “please” 
and “thank you.”                                                     
 -On a nice day, take a walk outside with 
your child, or simply go out into your yard.  
Occasionally ask your child to “stop… look… and 
listen.”  When you say “stop” your child should 
freeze in place and stop making noises.  When 
they are quiet, encourage them to look (or listen) 
for something.  Encourage your child to look all 
around and share one thing they see.  Do they see 
any animals that might live in a forest?  When 
listening, invite them to share what they’ve 
heard.  What animal sounds, if any, can they hear?                                    
 -Invite a play date for your child with one 
of their friends.

Everyday Spanish 
Table — Mesa 
Chair — Silla 

Desk — Escritorio 
Rug — Alfombra

Book Suggestions 
My Friends/Mis Amigos by Taro Gomi 

Just My Friends and Me by Mercer Mayer 
The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 

The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister 
My Friend Isabelle by Eliza Woloson 

Who’s in the Forest? by Phyllis Gershator 
Leaf Man by Lois Ehlers 

Forest Animals by Francine Galko 
Little Fox in the Forest by Stephanie Graegin 

A Forest Habitat by Bobbie Kalman
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curriculum info for: september

Nursery Rhyme Numbers

Letters Shape & Color

September Areas of Focus

Jack & Jill
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looking forward…

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
  

Harvest Fest is planned for October 27th 
and it’s never too early to start gathering 

items for the Silent Auction & start 
thinking about costumes.

NEW BUILDING PROGRESS 
   

They’re working hard on the new building!  The plan is to be 
done by the beginning of October.  Our goal is to move and 
fill it with kids by the second or third week of October.  We 

will go as quickly as we can and keep you informed as we go. 

We’ll have a little Grand Opening Party some time in 
November. 

**At the new playground there won't be pea gravel!  But… 
your children will still get dirty while playing outside.  We are 

going to ask each child to have rubber boots and croc like 
shoes to keep at the center.  That way the kids can have fun 

and not worry about their shoes.** 



The inevitable has happened and summer is nearing its 
end.  As Bumblebees, we try to look on the bright side 
of things.  We have a lot to look forward to this Fall, 
including a beautiful new building. 

It has been a great summer, fun and busy.  A few of our 
little Bees became big brothers and sisters over the 
summer.  Several of them have started using words and 
are learning more every day.  No more trying to 
decode their requests.  Learning to walk is a big deal 
for a Bee.  We’ve had several accomplish that as well! 

We spent the summer learning about wild animals and 
enjoying a camping unit.  For the month of September 
we will begin a new curriculum.  Our themes will be 
Fabulous Friends and Forest Animals.  We are looking 
forward to both of these units.  Our Bees are all about 
friends and they enjoy learning about animals.   

We will also start a new Bible curriculum.  It’s called 
ABC Jesus Loves Me and involves lots of hands on 
projects and fun books. 

In September we will be planning a nice surprise for 
our Grandparent’s Day Breakfast.  Since we love art, 
we’ve decided to make something special for our 

special guests.  We are looking forward to meeting 
those who can attend on Friday, September 15. 

I have enjoyed being with your children this summer 
and I am looking forward to Fall.  Thank you for 
allowing me the privilege of caring for your very 
precious children. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer with them. 

If you have any questions, concerns, or just want to 
talk something over, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  I am always available by phone, email, or 
message. 

Ms Laura 
ms.laura.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/21 - School Picture Day

Hello Ant Room Families! 

The weather is starting to get cooler and things are 
getting exciting in our Ant Room this month!  I can’t 
wait to be back with my son Eli this month and our 
team can’t wait to meet all of our new friends joining 
our classroom!  We are excited to work with all of you 
parents as well.   

We have lots of fun art projects, science days, and 
outside play planned for this month.  As always, please 
make sure to send your child with appropriate clothes 
for outside activities (hats, sunscreen, etc.) 

We will be sending home Scholastic Book order forms 
this month.  If you would like to order some books for 
you little ones, please make sure to use our class code 
while ordering online. 
Ant Room Code: RCLLV 

As always, we are grateful for any parent donations.  
Here are some things we are looking for in our 
classroom! 
*Boogie Wipes 
*Bubbles 
*Non-toxic Markers 

*Crayons 
*Photos of your child/family/home/pets 
*Ear thermometer covers 

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to communicate with me at any time!  I 
am in our classroom from 10am-6pm and would love to 
talk if you need to!  I can’t wait to be back with your 
kiddos and have an amazing fall! 
    
Ms. Jenn 
ms.jenn.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/21 - School Picture Day
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classroom news
news from the anthill

buzzing from the hive
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Happy September! 

We are a little over a month away from being in the 
new building, in our new classroom.  I am so excited to 
be the Lead Hopper teacher.  I am looking forward to 
working with you and your child as they reach new 
milestones.  I believe that communication is the key to 
your child’s success.  I encourage you to contact me if 
you have any questions or concerns at any time. 

The Hopper Room will have a class pet, Trixie the 
bunny!  She is super soft and lovable.  We will learn 
about bunnies, learn what they eat, and learn what 
they do.  Until the new building opens, she has been 
living with me.  I just adore her. 

A Little About Me: 
I grew up in Hastings and still currently live here.  I 
went to school for two years at Winona State and a 
little over a year at UW-River Falls.   I have my 
bachelors degree in Elementary Education, 
Communications Disorders, and Sciences with an 
emphasis on Early Childhood.  I have worked at 
multiple childcare facilities, working with infants and 
preschool children.  This school year will be a learning 
experience for me as well. 

As I said before, I am extremely excited for our room 
to open and can’t wait to meet all of you! 

Ms Kristy 
ms.kristy.lblc@gmail.com

Hello Ladybug Families! 
The school year is finally upon us!  We have lots of 
changes going on this month: A new curriculum, friends 
moving up, and friends joining our room! 

We would like to welcome Emma, Owen, Riley, and 
Shayden to our room for this month with their new 
Hopper room is getting ready in the new building. 

Good luck to our friends Gavin, Cami, Cole, and Luca 
as they become Caterpillars. 

Our new curriculum will be lots of fun.  This month our 
themes are Fabulous Friends and Forest Fun.  We will 
be focusing on red, circles, and up/down.  Our book 
for the month is Baby’s Day and our play manipulative 
is the Bolli Ball.  Our dramatic play will be raking 
leaves and an apple and flower shop.  We look forward 
to a fun month! 

Remember to dress your child for the weather as we 
do go outside for a significant amount of time daily.  
Having a light jacket or sweatshirt to keep here is 
encouraged. 

We will be doing Scholastic Book Orders this month.  
An order form will be coming home with instructions 
on how to order online.  Please place your order by 
September 21st if you are going to purchase books.  If 
you purchase books, we will get a portion of money 
toward books for our class and free books… if that 
sways your decision at all! 

Please let me know if there are any questions! 

Ms Hannah 
ms.hannaht.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/21 - School Picture Day
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cloud of hoppers

loveliness of ladybugs
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It’s fall kick off time!  There are so many exciting 
changes moving from summer to fall!  We are starting 
a brand new curriculums this year.  FunShine Express 
and a new nature based programming will begin this 
month along with a new Bible curriculum as well. 

The first two weeks of September will be all about 
Fabulous Friends!  During this time, we will be 
celebrating friendships and practicing social roles and 
relationships. 

The last two weeks of September will be all about 
Forest Fun!  We will be learning about woodland 
animals and the environment they live in. 

Our nature based programming will be sprinkled 
throughout each day.  One to two days we will focus on 
those ideas all day, spending time in our designated 
nature room.  This is a new space that will be set up 
with fun, hands on activities and learning for all kids. 

Make sure to keep a close eye on the calendar for our 
specialty days and any other special events.  We are 
looking forward to a great first month in the Firefly 
Room! 

Ms Hannah 
ms.hannah.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/19 - Apple Orchard Field Trip @ 9:40am 
9/21 - School Picture Day

Hi all and welcome to the new families, summer 
returns, and also those that recently moved up!  We 
are so excited about the changes that are coming our 
way and we can't wait to get into our new school! 

Our themes for the month are Fabulous Friends and 
Forest Fun.  We will be having lots of art, activities, 
and finger plays and songs based on these themes.  We 
will be introducing three new letters this month, as 
well as a shape and color.  We will continue with our 
specialty days and all special trips or visitors will be on 
the calendar.  The calendar is hanging on your child’s 
clothes pin on the name board in class.  (Make sure to 
check this space each night for any art, homework, or 
handouts). 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us. 

Ms Karolyn 
ms.karolyn.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/19 - Apple Orchard Field Trip @ 9:40am 
9/21 - School Picture Day 

Classroom Wish List: 

Coloring books 
Play dough 
Shaving cream 
Kleenex 
Balls 
Corn husks 
Pieces of wood - All sizes 
Pine cones 
Apples 
Bird Seed
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firefly flash

mailto:ms.hannah.lblc@gmail.com
mailto:ms.karolyn.lblc@gmail.com
mailto:ms.hannah.lblc@gmail.com
mailto:ms.karolyn.lblc@gmail.com


It’s such an exciting time at Little Beginnings… new 
curriculum, new school, and nature based focus!   

We are so excited to get started with all of the 
learning.  We will spend much of the month of 
September getting to know each other, talking about 
expectations and classroom rules.  We will work a lot 
on independence, responsibility, and respect as well.   

We will enjoy a breakfast with our Grandparents, 
School pictures, and a trip the Apple Orchard this 
month.   

Ms Mary and I are excited for all the changes and our 
adventure this year! 

Have a wonderful month! 

Ms Sam 
ms.sam.lblc@gmail.com 

Dates to Remember: 

9/4 - Closed for Labor Day 
9/12 - Parents of LBLC @ 5:30pm 
9/15 - Grandparents Breakfast @ 8:30am 
9/19 - Apple Orchard Field Trip @ 9:40am 
9/21 - School Picture Day

We are still on the hunt for kids to enroll 
in our after school program and non-
school days (from the Hastings school 
district calendar).  If you are interested in 
joining us, let us know! 

Looking forward on Hastings Calendar… 
There is no school on: 
-October 18-20 (MEA) 
-November 22 (Day before Thanksgiving) 
— Note that we are also closed on November 23 
(Thanksgiving) 
— Note that we will be open based on numbers 
November 24 (Black Friday) 
— Note that we are also closed on December 25 
(Christmas) 
-December 26-29 (Winter break) 
— Note that we are also closed on January 2 (New 
Years Day) 
-January 26 (Conferences & Workshops)  
— Note that we are also closed on January 15 (MLK jr. 
Day) 
-February 16 (Workshops) 
-February 19 (President’s Day) 
-March 2 (Workshops) 
-March 12-16 (Spring Break) 
— Note that we are also closed on March 30 (Good 
Friday)  
— Note that we are also closed on April 2 (Easter 
Monday) 
— Note that we are also closed on May 28 (Memorial 
Day)
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